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Paul did not teach a 

N e w   c h u r c h  

 

If Paul persecutes the Church 

aul said something that should make the dispensationalist 

decide right away. Both of these things were written in Inter-

Acts and Post-Acts epistles. 

Act 8:3  As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into 

every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.  

 

(1Co 15:9)  For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be 

called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

 

(Php 3:6)  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 

righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 

  

(Gal 1:13)  For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the 

Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church 

of God, and wasted it: 

  

This is telling us that dispensationalist must not overlook the fact 

that before they think of Paul as starting new church, Paul himself 

recognized already that there is already a church. If he said that he 

persecutes the church,the church of God, it means there is already a 

church in existence. Who are we to oppose what he said if we claim 

that we believe Paul?Therefore , there is no church that can start at 

his conversion, nor after his conversion. Paul did not teach that the 

former body was replaced by "the body of Christ."I think it is a 
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great offense to take a dispensationalist stand because Paul never 

talks about the church which he persecuted to be old, or changed, or 

done away.1Co 10:32  Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor 

to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:  

 

Look at his reference of the words “church of God”. If Paul is 

teaching a different church of God 

 (Act 20:28)  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all 

the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 

overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 

purchased with his own blood. 

 (1Co 1:2)  Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to 

them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 

with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: 

 (1Co 10:32)  Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to 

the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: 

 (1Co 11:22)  What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink 

in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame them that 

have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? 

I praise you not. 

 (1Co 15:9)  For I am the least of the apostles, that am not 

meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 

church of God. 

 (2Co 1:1)  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of 

God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God 

which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all 

Achaia: 

 (Gal 1:13)  For ye have heard of my conversation in time 

past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I 

persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: 
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 (1Ti 3:5)  (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, 

how shall he take care of the church of God?) 

 (1Co 11:16)  But if any man seem to be contentious, we have 

no such custom, neither the churches of God. 

 (1Th 2:14)  For ye, brethren, became followers of the 

churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye 

also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even 

as they have of the Jews: 

 (2Th 1:4)  So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches 

of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions 

and tribulations that ye endure: 
 

These are not just list from his Inter-Acts epistles, but Post-Acts 

epistle as well. This points to us that he is referring to the same 

church which he formerly mentioned. He also referred to them as 

“the flock”, “in Christ”, “saints’ 

 

He also called it as the church of Christ 

(Rom 16:16)  Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of 

Christ salute you. 
 

He also called it as the body of Christ where he was baptized into it 

(1 Co.12:13). 

 (Rom 7:4)  Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead 

to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to 

another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we 

should bring forth fruit unto God. 

 (1Co 10:16)  The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the 

communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we 

break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 
 

 (1Co 12:27)  Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in 

particular. 
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 (Eph 4:12)  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 

the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
 

This is the same body wherein he was baptized into it. 

1Co 12:13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 

whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; 

and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  

 

If Paul was mistaken he will surely tell us like what he told us 

concerning Judaism (Gal.1:13-17 ) and of his injurious acts (1 

Tim.1:13 ). The timeline on the church beginning should be 

clarified. Acts 28 is too far, Mid Acts who took the beginning 

during and after Paul's conversion is also a misfit. Not only because 

he did not begin a new church, but there is already one which he 

persecuted, he also told us that his kinsmen were "in Christ" before 

him (Rom 16:7  Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my 

fellowprisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were 

in Christ before me. ). This is telling us also that being "in Christ" is 

the same as being in the body because Paul considers those in the 

body to be in Christ (1 Co.1:2). 

 

Scriptures quoted from the KJV. 
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