
Truth Seldom Heard ‘14                                                                            GCF 

 

Paul begins and ends with   

One Ministry 

 

 

 “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, 
for that he counted me faithful, PUTTING ME INTO THE 
MINISTRY; who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, 
and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it 
ignorantly in unbelief.” (1Tim.12-13)

 

 

aul begins and ends with one ministry. He said to Timothy, 

and to us, these things. This is a post Acts epistle so called 

and said that Paul was put “into the ministry”. He was before a 

blasphemer NOT a former minister of a former dispensation 

wherein he wrote the first seven epistles, the Inter-Acts 

Epistles (IAE). When God called him at the road of Damascus 

his mission was fixed regardless of his audience, and that is to 

bear the name of Christ through the messages that he is to 

bring  (Acts 9:15). 

 

The verse above also means that there is already a ministry 

wherein God placed him into, and not that he was called first 

and started something new. It is just like persecuting the 

church of God and there is already an existing church, not that 

he will start a new one, “Concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless.” (Php.3:6) 

P 
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Up until Acts 20 and onwards, he is telling us that he has a 

ministry to finish, even before the prophesied suffering and 

pain. “But none of these things move me, neither count I 
my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” (Acts 20:24)   
 

His ministry cannot be two-fold, or three-fold, no matter how 

many different audiences or recipient he has. His audience 

doesn’t change the message that he preaches. When he was 

made as a minister of Christ there is no changing of titles and 

even the very definition of that title. 

“That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the 
Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost.” Rom 15:16   
“Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the 
grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his 
power.” Eph 3:7   
 

In another instance the Lord told Paul “ But rise, and stand 
upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this 
purpose, TO MAKE THEE A MINISTER  and a witness both 
of these things which thou has seen, and of those things in 
the which I will appear unto thee;” (Acts 26:16)

 The Lord 

appeared unto  him for the purpose of making him a minister, 

and that is in harmony to 1 Timothy 1:12-13, Php.3:7 & Col. 

1:23. Paul had just persecuted many in Acts 9. He is also a 
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minister and a witness BOTH of the things which he had seen 

and of the things “which I (LORD) will appear unto thee.” 

There is no dividing line between the things that will be given 

to him. Can anybody conclude that the appearing is only until 

Acts 28? Can somebody conclude that what the Lord told him 

is not part of the mystery? Or shall we all conclude that there 

are NO TWO MINISTRIES within Paul’s epistles? That is 

because there are no two Paul. His two ministries, I believed if 

there is any, that it is just interrelated and not separate. 

Examine the following word usage. 

 “And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when 
they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, 
whose surname was Mark.” (Acts 12:25)   
 
 “And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly 
what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his 
ministry.” (Acts 21:19)   
 
 “Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that 
teacheth, on teaching;” (Rom 12:7)   
 
 “I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, 
that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted 
themselves to the ministry of the saints,)” (1Co 16:15)   
 
 “Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received 
mercy, we faint not;” (2Co 4:1)   
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“And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation;” (2Co 5:18)   
 
 “Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not 
blamed:” (2Co 6:3)   
  
“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:” (Eph 4:12)   
 
 “And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which 
thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.” (Col 4:17)   
 
 “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, 
for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the 
ministry;” (1Ti 1:12)   
 
“But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work 
of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.” (2Ti 4:5)   
 
 “Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: 
for he is profitable to me for the ministry.” (2Ti 4:11)   
 
 “But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by 
how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, 
which was established upon better promises.” (Heb 8:6)   
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 “Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and 
all the vessels of the ministry.” (Heb 9:21)   
 
Ministry to the Gentiles 

 “That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the 
Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up 
of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the 
Holy Ghost.” Rom 15:16   
 

Ministry to saints 

 “But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints.” 
Rom 15:25   
 
 “Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the 
grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his 
power.” Eph 3:7   
 
 “Whereof I am made a minister, according to the 
dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil 
the word of God;” Col 1:25   
 
 “Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that 
teacheth, on teaching;” (Rom 12:7)   
 
 “That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the 
Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up 
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of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the 
Holy Ghost.” (Rom 15:16)   
 
 “Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the 
gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to 
the saints.” (2Co 8:4)   
 
 “For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is 
superfluous for me to write to you:” (2Co 9:1)   
 

Some passages in Acts mentioning his MINISTRY 

 “…Lo, we turn to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord 
commandeth us…” Acts 13:46-47 
 “…they passed through Phenice and samaria, declaring the 
conversion of the Gentiles…” Acts 15:3 
 “…From henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.” Acts 18:6 
 “…he declared particularly what things God had wrought 
among the Gentiles by his ministry.” Acts 21:18-19 
 “ Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.” 
Acts 22:21 
My first point here is that Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles 

started not just after Acts 28. And observe these following 

verses; 

 “For I speak to you Gentiles; I magnify mine office.” Romans 

11:13 
 “Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carries away unto these 
dumb idols, evem as ye were led.” 1 Corinthians 12:2 



Paul begins and ends   with one ministry                                         P a g e  | 7 

Truth Seldom Heard ‘14                                                                            GCF 

 “To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach him among 
the heathen.” Galatians 1:16, 4:8 
 “For ye brethren, became followers of the churches of God 
which in Judea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered 
like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of 
the Jews.” 1 Thessalonians 2:4 

 

We can notice that his early ministry was primarily to the 

Gentiles and not to the Jews, not to one body to another body 

as both Mid-Acts and Acts 28ist do. But how can we 

harmonize this with Romans 1:16 which mentioned “to the 
Jew first”? Paul understood that it is necessary that the word of 

God should be first spoken to Israel (Acts 13:46) and indeed it 

has gone to the Gentiles and we can see that there are some 

that believeth (Acts 28:24). But as the Lord continued to reveal 

to Paul, just in the book of Romans are many changes stated. 

For example; who are Jews? (Rom. 2:28-29) And since all are 

under sin (Rom.3:9) none is to take the first place. God looks 

not if one is a Jew or a Gentile. (Gal.3:26-28, 5:6 & 6:15) and 

in Eph. 2:14-15 “For He is our peace, who hath made both 
one, and hath broken down the  middle wall of partition 
between us; having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even 
the Law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to 
make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace.” 
 

Acts 26:22 & 28:23 were the most commonly used by others to 

prove that Paul preached most out of the Law. But such is not 

all the case for we early can find him preached  
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 Justification by Faith in Christ without the Law (Acts 

13:38-39, Rom.3:20,28)        

 Righteousness of God without the Law (Rom.3:21) 

 Eternal Life Not because of the Law (Gal.3:21)  and we can 

still find many teachings in his early epistles which some 

believed to be out of the Law, which are not of the Law, 

and many others in his latter epistles. 

 

In Acts 20:24 he mentioned the beginning of that course.”But 
none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear 
unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus 
Christ…” He only has one course and one ministry. If Paul has 

two ministries, he will tell us frankly because he doesn’t want 

us to be confused or to pervert the gospel. Therefore, Paul has 

no two ministries within two bodies, but one ministry in One 

body which he received from the Lord and that is “to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God”.  

 
Scriptures quoted from the KJV. 
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