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The Beginning of the  

Body of Christ 
 

When did the church begin? 

When did the Jews and Gentiles become as one? 

 
I have five things in mind to tell you first before I discuss this 

matter which concerns the beginning of the body of Christ. 

1. That there was no verbatim statement or exact words that tells 

us that the church begun on an exact date and location in the 

scriptures, like those using the Book of Acts as a measuring rod 

or timeline. 

2. That the beginning of the Body of Christ was never an issue 

during Paul's time for which the gravity of understanding it was 

not a prerequisite to distinguish a believer.  

3. That our understanding on that matter is still progressive and to 

a different times. 

4. That many who contend on the beginning of the church were 

inconsistent through their compromise with those who do not 

know the gospel as preached and entrusted by Paul to believers 

today. 

5. That the Beginning of the body, as popularized by some, were 

mixed up with Paul’s calling, or his preaching, or the dispensing 

of his experience in Christ, and also with the cessation of God’s 

dealing with the nation of Israel. 

 

Let those with preconceived ideas pause for a while to look on these 

things closely. To those who hold on the Scripture as their basis of 

faith, whether they refer to themselves as berean or a bible believer, 

they must never forget that even the true bereans in Paul’s time 

(Acts 17:10-11) never lost sight of beholding the scripture in order to 
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be properly guided. Critical minds, in most cases, needs more proof 

to convince them, but a believing one has the ‘what the word of 

God rightly divided says’. This is an example always displayed by 

those who believed the Lord, some believed while others doubted 

(Mt.28:17). 

The Promise of Building it 
(by the word of Christ) 

Before Christ was crucified He told Peter that He will build His 

church. “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this 

rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 

heaven.”
Mat 16:18-19

 

 

And if he is going to build His church it means there is none yet 

that is in existence as He said those words. And where exactly is the 

beginning of that church that Christ told?  

 

One problem that one may find difficulty is in Mat.18:17 where 

Christ said, “And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the 

church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as 

an heathen man and a publican.”
Mat 18:17  

This is just a two chapters 

away from Mt.16, but I believe that the word ‘church’ referred to by 

Christ here is only of Jewish assembly. It is because He still 

excludes the Gentiles through his use of the word ‘heathen’. The 

same thing goes with the church in the wilderness (Acts 7:38). But 

this is not yet the Church Christ promised to build. Please don’t get 

me wrong. When Christ is building His church we have to 

understand that the portion of it, or we can say, that part of 

materials, were already present. The church is composed both of 

believing Jews and Gentiles, and during those times there were only 

Jews responding to the love of God, or those chosen by Him, and 
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the piece which is lacking is from the Gentile. I can relate this to 

Isaiah 9:6 when God promised the birth of a Savior which is still 

lacking, but God used the word “a child is born” and “a son is 

given” with both past tense even if the birth is just to take place in 

the future.  “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 

the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 

called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 

Father, The Prince of Peace.” And concerning the body, the 

Gentiles are not yet in view. 

 

The Place of Beginning it  
(at the Cross) 

There’s blunder for some rightly dividers and mainstream 

dispensationalist concerning the body of Christ and its beginning. 

Many timelines were already drawn on their dispensational 

understanding and the major part was left out, as if it is not part of 

God’s dealing to fulfill the Old Testament promise. Yes you can 

loudly hear them proclaimed reconciliation as preached by Paul, but 

always they will point you to a miscalculated timeline on church's 

age beginning. And according   to the revelation given to us through 

Paul
 ,
“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are 

made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
14

For he is our peace, who hath 

made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 

between us; 
15

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the 

law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 

himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 
16

And that he 

might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having 

slain the enmity thereby:”
Eph 2:13-16 

(also Col.1:20). 

 

The expressions "But now", "in Christ", and "by the blood" are 

three distinct expressions but are unified to what it solidly indicates, 

a 'cut or a pause' in favor for something that is beginning. It tells us 

also of a revelation of new things which was never before revealed. 
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Here we can see that the Church of the one body, where Jews and 

Gentiles were reconciled, started at the cross, but the revelation of it 

didn’t commenced with the 12 but was through Paul since it was 

hid in God before the ages. Meaning, though the truth was already 

there, it was not yet revealed but was hidden as mystery until God’s 

appointed minister, Paul, was called. Peter, though he first went to 

share to the Gentiles compared to Paul has difficulty of 

understanding many things concerning the sudden calling of 

Gentiles to believe in Christ, and this is evidence by his difficulty of 

understanding God’s revelation to Paul (2 Pet.3:15-16). But many 

overemphasize the beginning of practice of the members of the One 

Body and undermining its very beginning, thereby leaving them 

subject to a loss when cross examined by crafty critics, and how 

much more by true rightly dividers. 

  

In the books called by many as “Gospels”, we can find that the 

basis for the beginning of the ‘one body’ was already mentioned. 

This speaks of His death, the crucifixion, although it was only 

through Paul that we were told (Eph.2:16) of the union of Jews and 

Gentiles as one. “And when they had crucified him, they parted his 

garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take.” 
Mk. 

15:24 
(Lk. 23:33; Jn. 19:23; Mt.27:35) 

  

However, it (the one body) was not yet revealed even to the 12 

disciples, because at that time they were cautioned from going to 

the ways of the Gentiles (Mt.10:5-6), and their obedience to 

Mt.28:19-20 was evident that they only went to the Jews (Acts 

11:19). And by this we can see that the church whom Christ 

promised Peter (Mt.16:18) was only Jewish in nature and 

membership, therefore it cannot be the ‘one body’ where Jews and 

Gentiles were made members. Reconciliation between Jews and 

Gentiles in God’s program for the Body started at the cross, but it is 

not yet proclaimed until the calling of God’s appointed minister for 
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His body. The point of beginning was there no matter if it parallels 

with the dealing of God with Israel that is taking place at that time. 

  

The Proposition of its Birthday  
(Within Acts Account) 

We might be taken into a trap by some critics to out rightly say that 

the birthday of the church, or that the church age, began at the 

fulfillment of Joel’s prophesy in Acts 2. This is the position of 

traditional Christianity. Some are saying that it is at the calling of 

Paul as they draw the line on Acts 9, 13, 18 and some on 28 at the 

setting aside of Israel. But there’s worst, and that is by those who 

invented their own theory that the church started at the calling of 

their founding ministers and there are many of them. We were also 

told by Paul that reconciliation happened at the cross, therefore it 

started there. It is only that the revelation of Jews and Gentiles’ 

togetherness and practices was not yet in reality at the time of 

crucifixion, the reason some dispensational camps put more 

importance on the cessation of some rituals and practices as 

determinants of the beginning. But I have more reasons why it 

should not be in that case. 

  

I’d like to say that the beginning of the church age didn’t have to 

wait for the setting aside of Israel, nor for the cessation of Jewish 

practices, signs and wonders, Law observance, nor for the calling of 

Paul, but for the message that Paul has yet to be preached: the 

crucifixion of Christ. “And he is the head of the body, the church: 

who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things 

he might have the preeminence.” 
Col 1:18  

 

  

This is where He can get preeminence, even the beginning of the  

Church, which is His body, not in some dates taken by tradition and 

extremes. That was a progressive revelation for me. So I want to re-

draw the line on the beginning of the church which I mistakenly 
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have, it didn’t started with Paul's conversion and commission but 

with the crucifixion of Christ. The message has to be made first 

before the messenger is to be called, although we knew that this 

program of God for the one body was already His plan before the 

world began and even foretold in the Old Testament (Isa.65:10). 

  “Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 

mystery of Christ)  
5
Which in other ages was not made known unto 

the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit; 
6
That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and 

of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the 

gospel: 
7
Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the 

grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.” 
Eph 3:4-7

 

The Price of Buying it  
(by Christ’s own Blood) 

The church was bought by God with the price that this world can’t 

offer, not even with all the riches of this world. “Forasmuch as ye 

know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver 

and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from 

your fathers;But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot:”
1Pe 1:18-19

 

 

God purchased it by His own blood, by the blood of His Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ. “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all 

the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, 

to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 

blood.” 
Acts 20:28  

 

 

The Acts 28 dispensationalist  will not accept the church as the 

flock. And this flock called by Paul as the church of God was 

purchased by the blood of Christ. Peter also mentioned the church 

as bought by the blood of Christ, and Paul mentioned that those in 
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Christ were bought by the blood of Christ, both in his Acts and 

Post-Acts epistles.  

“In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 

forgiveness of sins:”
Col 1:14  

 

 

 “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 

and gave himself for it;”
Eph. 5:25  

 

 “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 

body, and in your spirit, which are God's.”
1Co 6:20  

 

  

“Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.”
1Co 7:23  

 

 

The members of the church are priceless because of the price that 

was used to buy them. 

 

The Peace after Breaking the wall of partition  
“And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to 

reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be 

things in earth, or things in heaven.” 
Col 1:20

   

 

The reconciliation or the union of those at enmity happened at the 

cross. But as the union of the Jews and Gentiles in one body is 

beginning to take place in this earth, likewise, those in heaven must 

also be reconciled to those here in earth in the eyes of God. If those 

who are in heaven were in Christ, then those here on Earth were 

also in Him. God has made a peaceful reconciliation, and Christ at 

the cross mediates them. “And came and preached peace to you 

which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 
18

For through him 

we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 
19

Now therefore 

ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the 

saints, and of the household of God; 
20

And are built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 

the chief corner stone; 
21

In whom all the building fitly framed 



The Beginning of the Body of Christ                                   P a g e  | 8 

Truth Seldom Heard ‘14                                                                            GCF 

together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
22

In whom ye 

also are builded together for an habitation of God through the 

Spirit.” 
Eph 2:17-22

 

  

We have to take note here that there are already believers or saints 

from the Jews because that is the very meaning of counting the 

Gentiles as fellow citizens and of the household of God. It means 

that the first member of the household of God and of the citizenry 

are not Gentiles, because Gentiles are just the last component of it 

according to the verse. 

We must not also equate the fact that since reconciliation happened 

at the cross, that everything must already took place, like the 

dispensing of the message, or the casting out of Israel as not my 

people. Those things have to happen in a progressive manner. And 

in order for the dividing line between the Jews and the Gentiles be 

removed, the Lord has to put an end to the enmity by sacrificing 

Himself at the cross of Calvary. The effect was experienced 

between mankind (Jews and Gentiles) because reconciliation 

happened first between God and man. “For he is our peace, who 

hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 

partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, 

even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to 

make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;   And that 

he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having 

slain the enmity thereby:” 
Eph 2:14-16  

 

The wall of partition has been broken, the thing that divides, that 

serve as the boundary, has been abolished. Christ is the peace-

maker and without Him none will have peace. 
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The Person Baptizing one into it 
There are some erroneous understandings on becoming members of 

the church; wherein for some, salvation experience is a necessity. 

They mean that other believers in different administration are not 

part of the church, and that is the exclusivity has to start on the 

beginning of the church and the gathering of those new members. 

But it is difficult to believe that stand because who are those whom 

God is going to be reconciled at the cross if there is none yet to 

reconcile? Who are those whom God said as the fellowcitizens of 

the Gentiles if there is no citizenry yet? How can the Gentiles 

become part of the household of God and of the saints if there are 

no saints yet and no household? 

 

The Holy Spirit is the person who operates to make people  as part 

of the Body.  “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and 

all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also 

is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 

whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and 

have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one 

member, but many. “
1Co 12:12-14

 

 

The word “baptized into” does not signify water baptism. This is a 

Spirit baptism putting you as part or members of the universal body 

of Christ, the church. This is a baptism that cannot be seen or 

demonstrated by any human hands. This is the baptism not 

requiring water, and this is the baptism for us today in this church 

age. 

 

“And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 

prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, 

helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” 
1Co 12:28  

 

If God sets the apostles first, then Peter and others were part of it. 

But I do not mean that in building the church; that the apostles 
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should be set first, because Christ had already called them before 

Peter and others were told about building it, rather, that when the 

church started, Christ set those apostles and others regardless of 

their various gifts, of their importance, and also of their comeliness. 

“But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, 

as it hath pleased him.” 
1Co 12:18  

 

 

The Proclamation of it as the Body 
(The Gospel in the Age of One Body) 

Peter and the 11 disciples preached the crucified Christ, but they 

also blamed Israel for crucifying Him (Acts 2:22-23). “Ye men of 

Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 

among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by 

him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: Him, being 

delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 

have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:” Acts 2:22-

23 

His preaching of Christ is to tell Israelites that Christ is the 

Messiah. We can see that the message that he preached at Acts 2: 

was only directed for Israelites (v.5, 22), The expression “…out of 

every nation” in v.5 was made in details in v.9-11.This is Peter’s 

preaching for the remission of sins, the reason I believe that it is not 

yet for the purpose of the church, the one body, but he has still in 

mind the exclusivity to Israel. There is no hint yet to him that he 

knew already the remission as also for Gentiles,  “Then Peter said 

unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 

the Holy Ghost.” 
Acts 2:38

 

 

If Peter has the revelation about the ‘one body’ at Acts 2 scene, he 

would have mentioned the Gentile importance, and Paul would not 

tell us the word "now" (Eph.3:5) in which the book whereby he is 

writing this was written before Acts 28 closes. But, until Acts 10, 
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before his encounter with a Gentile Cornelius, the Lord have to 

waken him up through vision shown thrice (Acts 10:16), and his 

message was still on the fulfillment of Old Testament promise that 

Jesus is the Messiah, not that He shed His blood for redemption of 

Jews and Gentiles alike. We can also take note how Peter was 

disobedient when shown with a vision. “But Peter said, Not so, 

Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or 

unclean.”
Acts 10:14  

 

  

He can recognize that it was the Lord but He cannot obey it right 

away but still doubted (Acts 10:17). And when the men who were 

seeking him were at the door, the Spirit told him not to doubt (19-

20). On the other hand, Paul, who was given the revelation on the 

‘one body’, preached the crucifixion of Christ as good news (1 

Co.1:18). And his message about the shed blood of Christ was 

enough for the remission of sins (Tit.3:5) without the necessity of 

“works of righteousness”, as Peter preached to Cornelius and to 

others before anyone is made acceptable in God’s eyes (Acts 

10:35). But we were told by Paul, “Whom God hath set forth to be a 

propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 

for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of 

God;” 
Rom 3:25

 

 

By this we can see that unto Paul was revealed the truth of the one 

body. “For as we have many members in one body, and all 

members have not the same office: So we, being many, are one 

body in Christ, and every one members one of another.” 
Rom 12:4-5

 

 

And even before Peter had an encounter with a Gentile, Paul was 

already set apart, and called. Ananias knew this truth before Paul 

himself knew it (Acts 9:15-16), that he will be sent to Gentiles. At 

times I want to think that Ananias was shocked by what was told 

him by the Lord. Yes, firstly by sending him directly to a 
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persecutor. Second, by mentioning to him some changes about the 

'going to the Gentiles' which at first Christ forbids (Mt. 10:5-6).  

  

The Problem of Breaking it into two 
Since the One Body had its basis of beginning at the Cross, though 

the practice was not yet taking place, none can make a ‘Two Body’ 

doctrine. Not only because there’s no single thought or mention of 

‘Two Body’ principle by Acts 28ism, but because there’s no 

mention of double crucifixion. Paul's Post Acts letter still referred 

us back to the crucifixion for the beginning of the 'one body', and 

therefore there could never be another body to exist. “For as the 

body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that 

one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.” 
1Co 12:12

 

  

 God is the One Who sets the members in the body and therefore He 

is the One Who sets the 'One Body' (1Co.12:18).It is not our choice 

but His choosing. None could do it perfectly but Him alone. He was 

not taken by surprise, although we were, at times filled with 

displeasure and questions concerning each other, thinking rather 

than thankful.“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 

which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.” 
Col 3:15  

 

  “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we 

be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all 

made to drink into one Spirit.” 
1Co 12:13  

 

 

The extremes of those concluding TWO BODY doctrine within 

Paul’s calling is a misfit to the scripture. But there are more 

extremes from those believing that Pentecostal, Baptist, 

Presbyterian, Dispensationalist and many other groups within the so 

called Christianity is the Body of Christ. Paul told us there are 

enemies of the cross of Christ (Php.3:18) and if your gospel does 

not agree with the message of the cross that Paul preached, how can 

you claim for sure that you’re not among those enemies? But here’s 
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how they missed to do which they continually reject.  

“Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the 

same rule, let us mind the same thing. Brethren, be followers 

together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an 

ensample.” 
Php 3:16-17

 

 

Many don’t mind the things reveled by Christ through Paul and 

they followed the 12 for the traditional Great Commission 

(Mt.28:19-20) rejecting the greatest commission for us in this age 

of grace. The One Body known by many today cannot be the 

continuation of the One Body as taught by Paul, the Body which 

had its beginning at the Cross of Christ, chosen in Him before the 

foundation of the world. 

 

 

Scriptures quoted from the KJV. 
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